
A Note from Major Hawkins 
Bureau of Community Policing Commander, Brentwood Police 

One of our primary goals in law enforcement is keeping 

the community safe.  There are many ways we enforce 

laws for the safety of the Brentwood Community, and 

traffic enforcement is one of the most critical.  From 

speeding and running stop signs, to inoperable vehicle 

safety functions, we have a duty to enforce the traffic laws 

of the city, county, and state.      

Since COVID-19 reared its ugly head, in early March, we 

have seen an enormous increase in pedestrian and other 

recreational traffic on our streets, sidewalks, and 

pathways.  I have to say, it’s been refreshing to see 

children playing tag, catch, and frankly doing anything 

outdoors!  With so many people staying home, and school 

being cancelled, it is not uncommon to see our residential 

streets packed with kids, families, or individuals enjoying 

the outdoors in a variety of ways.  

Not surprisingly, the police department began receiving 

requests for additional traffic enforcement in our 

residential areas. In response to these requests, we’ve 

developed a rotating list of traffic enforcement areas 

within our residential neighborhoods, based solely on 

citizen complaints of dangerous traffic patterns.  

Additionally, we have deployed our speed trailer in areas 

of concern, as well as signs like these reminding drivers to 

slow down.  

Traffic stops and speed 

trailers are great ways to catch 

the attention of dangerous 

drivers, but they are only part 

of the equation.  We ask each 

of our residents to do their part 

practicing safe driving, 

especially in our residential 

areas where children, joggers, and walkers are out and 

about on a regular basis. Times have changed. 

The speed limit hasn’t. You may be reading

this and think, “Well I am a safe driver, what else can I 

do?”  I was hoping you’d ask…   

Roadway safety comes from many angles, so let’s explore 

just a few.  Simply following the rules of the road is a great 

start, not just as a driver, but as a pedestrian or biker as 

well!  For pedestrians and bikers alike, please follow the 

laws and help us keep you safe!  Wear reflective clothing, 

stay on the sidewalk if walking or jogging, use the 

crosswalks provided, wear a helmet if using a bicycle, 

roller skates, scooter or Segway, and always assume 

drivers do not see you.  Some people rely on the thought 

that pedestrians have the right of way, but it is equally the 

responsibility of pedestrians and drivers to maintain safety 

practices on our roads.     

For parents, please ensure your children practice safety 

when playing 

outside, especially in 

or near the street.  

Play in groups, with 

adult supervision, 

look both ways, and 

don’t blindly run 

into the street after a 

ball.   

Finally, if you have a traffic problem on your street, let us 

know immediately so we can help. 

Please help us keep the Brentwood community safe and, 

as always, stay safe and healthy.   

We depend on you to help 
keep our streets safe. 
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